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was to take over the battlefields on both banks as far as the
western side of the Shumran peninsula.
During the night 24th/25th? the Turkish rearguard with-
drew, and this was reported early on the 25th by an air
reconnaissance which located the enemy's main body at
Bughaila, and a rearguard of about 1,700 rifles and 20 guns
some seven miles further east, occupying a dry canal at
Imam Mahdi.
The 13th Division of the 3rd Corps, advancing along the
left bank in the morning, met with opposition east of this
line, at the canal running north from the north end of the
Husaini bend. The enemy put up a very stubborn resistance;
heavy fighting went on all day, and continued until about 0200
hours on the 26th, when the Turks drew off. Meanwhile,
the Cavalry Division also was held up. Having reached a
point about four miles north-east of Iman Mahdi by
1130 hours, at 1300 hours it was ordered by General Maude to
advance on the village, but the advance was soon checked by
rifle fire. Instead of holding back, and making use of its
mobility to act against a more vulnerable point, the Division
went on to attack some 1,000 entrenched infantry, with whom
it became so closely engaged that it could not extricate itself
before 1730 hours, by which time men were fatigued and
horses sorely in need of water. There was no water nearer
than the river—consequently the Cavalry Division was pulled
out and brought back to the Tigris to bivouac in the rear of
the 3rd Corps. There is little doubt that on this day the
Cavalry missed a great opportunity of striking a decisive blow
at the enemy's retirement.
At 2125 hours, General Maude issued orders for the 26th
to the effect that the 3rd Corps, supported by all available
artillery, was to push on, while the Cavalry Division was to
move wide of the enemy's left flank and to strike at his rear
about Bughaila.
During the night 25th/26th, the rearguard which had held
up the advance of the 13th Division throughout the previous
day slipped away, with the result that the 3rd Corps was
able to make good progress in the morning. By 1400 hours,
the 13th Division had cleared Imam Mahdi; the 14th Divi-
sion, which had closed up during the 25th, was about five
miles to the right; the Cavalry Division was some eleven
miles due north of Bughaila, and the Naval Flotilla, pre-
pared to take up the pursuit, had reached Bughaila. The
Flotilla passed forward with the utmost dash, heavily
shelling the retiring enemy, and steaming on behind the

